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In February 2023, Dr. Barbara Lee, co-director, was
announced as a Knowledge Exchange and
Mobilization (KxM) Scholar in UBC Knowledge
Exchange’s first cohort of their KxM Scholar Program.
Joining Drs. Sandra Lauck (Nursing), Jasmin Ma
(Education and Kinesiology), and Michelle Stack
(Education and the UBC Learning Exchange), Dr. Lee
will participate in initiatives to enhance the capacities
of faculties and schools to support the practice and
science of KxM, and to build a culture of KxM in the
School of Social Work. Congratulations to Dr. Lee for
this accomplishment!

The Centre for the Study of Services to Children and Families (CSSCF) is dedicated to
identifying and supporting the development of evidence-informed policies, programs and
services aimed at improving the lives of children, youth, and families from diverse social
contexts. CSSCF on UBC’s Okanagan campus is situated on the unceded and ancestral lands
of the Syilx (Okanagan) Peoples, and on UBC’s Vancouver campus is situated on the
unceded and ancestral lands of the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam) Peoples. Working across
both campuses, CSSCF mobilizes this mandate through research, training, partnerships,
and knowledge dissemination. 

With the new launch of our triannual newsletter, we aim to connect with our research and
community partners about activities happening at the Centre. Subscribe if you have not
already: https://csscf.ok.ubc.ca/knowledge-mobilization/newsletter/!
We’re very excited to have you join us!  

W E L C O M E  T O  O U R  F I R S T  N E W S L E T T E R !

N E W  E - J O U R N A L  L A U N C H

In September, CSSCF launched a
new open access e-journal,
Research and Evaluation in Child,
Youth, and Family Services. Its
name is derived from the MSW
program’s research course where
MSW students, in partnership with
the Ministry of Children and Family
Development (MCFD), complete
applied research evaluation
projects. These four special issues
highlight contemporary research
on the development, evaluation
and..and implementation of evidence-based practice and policies

impacting children, youth, and families. Stay connected for
more in the future!

https://ojs.library.ubc.ca/index.php/RECYFS

https://csscf.ok.ubc.ca/recyfs
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CSSCF recently welcomed four new faculty members: Drs. Lea Caragata, Grant Charles, Sheila Marshall, and Monty
Montgomery, who have joined as Faculty Affiliates. CSSCF has also hired an undergraduate Work Learn student, Cathy Jiu,
as a Knowledge Translation Assistant. 

I N T R O D U C I N G  N E W  C S S C F  M E M B E R S

D R .  S A R A H  D O W - F L E I S N E R  J O I N S  P O P U L A T I O N  D A T A  B C ’ S  R E S E A R C H
A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E

Dr. Sarah Dow-Fleisner, co-director, is a new member of Population Data BC’s (PopData) Research
Advisory Committee. PopData, a multi-university, data and education resource, facilitates
interdisciplinary research on the determinants of human health, well-being and development.
Providing various services to researchers and data providers, PopData strives to ensure that
researchers have timely access to the data and training they need to address research questions on
population health. Research using these data informs policy-making and leads to healthier
communities. Congratulations to Dr. Dow-Fleisner for this achievement!
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C S S C F  W R I T I N G  R E T R E A T S :  T H R E E  M O R E  A N N O U N C E D
F O R  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4

This summer, CSSCF held two reading and writing retreats at UBC-V. For the
academic year, CSSCF will be hosting three more:

December 18-21, 2023
February 20-23, 2024
Mid-April 2024 (dates TBD)

Retreats are open to UBC PhD students and faculty. Find out more information on
our website: https://csscf.ok.ubc.ca/knowledge-mobilization/events/!

Mothers experiencing depression
can thrive as parents. 
This UBC-O press release highlights
Dr. Dow-Fleisner’s research on the
importance of interpersonal
supports and community resources
for mums with depression.

B.C. birthrates dropping amid high
cost of living and childcare
challenges. 
Dr. Dow-Fleisner provided an expert
opinion on the importance of
affordable housing, childcare, and
cost of living policies to support
families. 

Youth mental health and substance
use services. 
Dr. Dow-Fleisner provided an expert
opinion on the importance of access
to early interventions services for
youth.

C S S C F  I N  T H E  N E W S
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O U R  N E W E S T  P U B L I C A T I O N S !

E D U C A T I O N  A N D
T R A I N I N G

A C C E P T E D  P U B L I C A T I O N
I N  P R O G R E S S

A  R E C A P  O F  T H I S  Y E A R ’ S  E V E N T S
This past year, CSSCF hosted four hybrid cross-campus events: 

A Grounded Theory training workshop by Connie Bird, a UBC-V
Social Work PhD student.

A Lunch and Learn event on Social Work Simulations Programs,
featuring Dr. Marcelo Maghidman from Monash University,
Department of Social Work, Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and
Health Sciences.

The Transformative Child Welfare Practice: Integrating Trauma-
Informed Perspectives panel with Lorne Milne (MCFD Field
Education Consultant), Jennifer Wright (MCFD Child Protection
Practice Consultant), Brona Kennedy (MCFD Child and Youth
Mental Health Consultant), and Vicky Probert (MCFD Integrated
Practice Clinician).

A Special Presentation on “Family Polyvictimization, Maternal
Stress to Infant Biomarker: An Integrated Approach to the
Pregnancy Care” by Dr. Edward Chan from Hong Kong Polytechnic
University, Department of Applied Social Sciences.
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